Abstract. This article analyses some of the components of the image of Russia in eight border regions of the Urals, Siberia and the Far East. The study reveals that most of the inhabitants of the border regions associate Russia with a controversial image. The image's positive features are related to the international prestige of Russia, its historic achievements and cultural heritage. The negative ones are determined by low standard of living, social inequality and the imperfection of the economic system. A considerable part of the research focuses on the emotional elements of the image of Russia. The research shows that the parameters of identification of border region citizens with the Russian community vary considerably depending on a number of factors. The most important factors include such sociodemographic characteristics as age, gender, level of material well-being and region of residence. The Jewish Autonomous Region has the highest level of identity with the Russian community in almost all the parameters. The Zabaykalsky Krai shows the highest level of emotional identity in comparison to the other regions. The citizens of the Omsk Region, the Orenburg Region and the Republic of Altai have a much lower level of identification with the Russian community. On the basis of the results obtained, we make conclusions about the influence of the sociocultural specificity of the border regions on their citizens' image of Russia.
INTRODUCTION
The image of the state is an important resource for both foreign and domestic policy, the most important means of protecting its national interests [12] . Developing a favourable image of a country is vital not only for political but also for economic objectives, as it helps to attract tourists and to increase investments and export [1] . The image of a country in the minds of its citizens can have an impact on its legal culture, the degree of civic participation, levels of social tension and protest activity, and institutional and interpersonal trust. Indirectly, the image of a country can impact citizens' propensity to emigrate, which is regarded as vol. 1 | no 1 | 2017 S a serious problem in the current demographic situation [10] .
At present, due to recent social, economic and political changes and unstable values among Russian people, the image of Russia cannot be considered unambiguous and well-established. Researchers note a discrepancy between the social expectations of Russians at the end of the 20 th /the beginning of the 21 st century and their opinion about the real situation in the country, which has a negative impact on its image [5] .
In modern society, the development of the image of the state is profoundly affected by the influence of mass media and, consequently, may be subject to manipulation [3; 9] . Factors that may have an impact on the image of the country include cinema [2] , literature [8] and mass media [4] . Moreover, recently Western media have created a negative image of Russia [7] . In these conditions, it is particularly important to track the dynamics of the perception of the image of Russia and to develop effective tools for its improvement.
RESULTS
To analyse the image of Russia in the mind of its population, we carried out a survey Civic and ethnic identity of the residents of the border regions (the sample comprised 3,600 respondents 15-75 y/o). We performed this survey in eight border regions of Russia: the Altai Krai, the Amur Region, the Jewish Autonomous Region, the Zabaykalsky Krai, the Kemerovo Region, the Omsk Region, the Orenburg Region and the Republic of Altai.
One of the factors affecting the development of the image of the country is the self-awareness of its ethnic communities and the degree of identification with the Russian community. Evaluation of civic identity was based on three parameters: identification with the Russian community, identification with Russian culture, and the emotional perception of these facts. The results of the survey carried out among Russian citizens show that 93.2% of the respondents consider themselves Russians (the sum total of the respondents who answered "partially agree" and "strongly agree"). 88.0% of the respondents consider themselves part of the Russian culture. 85.9% of the respondents feel proud to be Russian, 73.4% of the respondents feel happy to be Russian. Symbols of the state are also important for Russians: most of the respondents feel a sense of pride when they hear the national anthem or see the Russian flag being raised (Table 1) .
For each of these characteristics, we found significant differences depending on such sociodemographic factors as age, gender, and financial position. Russian and show the lowest tendency to identify themselves with Russia and its culture. Civic identity is more prevalent among women than men. The level of wealth also affects these characteristics: the wealthier the respondents, the more likely they are to agree with the given statements. However, the results of the survey did not reveal the same interconnection between the patriotic feelings of the respondents and their educational level, professional category, the size of the settlements in which they live, and their ethnicity and religion.
Moreover, national identity indicators vary significantly depending on the region. The highest We performed a regression analysis where the dependent variable was the average value of indicators of civic identity, and the independent variables (predictors) included gender, age, material wealth, and the region of residence of the respondents ( Table 2 ). The analysis revealed that according to this model, the greatest factors influencing the level of civic identity were the region of residence (β=0.123, p<0.01) and the age of the respondents (β=0.103, p<0.01).
The concept of the "citizen of the state" includes multiple meanings. They are associated with formal attributes of citizenship, a set of declared rights and obligations, with love for one's country and a sense of civic duty. The most important factors that shape civic identity, in the respondents' opinion, were the following: "To be a patriot, to love Russia", "To abide by the law, to respect the Constitution", "To be able to enjoy all the rights provided by the laws of this country", "To realise one's civic duty, to have a sense of civic responsibility and civic conscience" (Table 3). Answers related to love for the country and civic duties were slightly more common than those associated with the benefit received from the state.
A significant characteristic of the country's image is its emotional colouring. According to the survey results, 89.5% of Russians take pride in their country. The most popular reasons for the respondents' national pride are the following: the victory in the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945), Russia's prestige in the world, the Russian President Vladimir Putin, Russia's great writers and composers (Table 4) .
However, a significant proportion of the respondents (57.0%) feel a sense of shame for their country. According to their answers, this feeling is caused by a low standard of living, low wages, unemployment; corruption, bureaucracy; the decline of industry, agriculture, and the economy in general; alcoholism, drug addiction (Table 5 ). As one can see, the population of the border regions of Russia link their sense of shame primarily with socioeconomic, moral and legal shortcomings.
These categories reflect the main components of the image of Russia distinguished by contemporary researchers. These components include politics, economy, resources, society and culture [11] . Thus, the positive aspects of the image of Russia in its citizens' eyes are related to foreign policy and cultural heritage, the negative ones are connected with the quality of life of the population, the inef- One of the important conditions of good governance and functioning of the institutions of civil society is the achievement of national unity [6] . This task is often mentioned in modern political rhetoric, which provides a basis for the development of patriotism and peaceful interethnic relations [13] . Among the residents of the border regions, 55.8% believe that national unity in Russia exists, 31.8% think that it probably does not, and 12.3% cannot give a definite answer.
It is remarkable that the vast majority of the respondents do not consider the multinational character of the RF a factor affecting the disunity of people in modern Russian society. The most important reasons for disunity, in their opinion, are rooted in poverty, social inequality, and moral and psychological tensions.
CONCLUSION
The results of the research show that the population of the border regions of Russia view their country in positive terms. Generally, the image of Russia, Russian citizenship, and people's awareness of their civic identity evoke positive emotions.
Predominantly, the positive features of the image of Russia are associated with the position of Russia in the world, its historic achievements and cultural heritage. These categories in most cases are used in propaganda aimed at boosting patriotism. Apart from that, the perception of Russia is associated with a number of negative characteristics connected with a low standard of living, social inequality, corruption and bureaucracy. These components of the image date back to the 1990s [5] . The mitigation of their severity is impossible without positive changes in the actual state of the economy and without the provision of reliable social security to the population. It should be noted that the opinion of the population of the border regions may be markedly different from that of the inhabitants of the more inland republics, territories and regions of Russia. Undoubtedly, the sociocultural and historical characteristics of the respondents' places of residence affect their views on the image of Russia. Accordingly, the image of the inhabitants of the border regions can vary significantly depending on which country adjoins their particular region. To verify this hypothesis, it is 
